Sun Journal Press Herald Central Maine Advertiser Democrat Bethel Citizen Franklin Journal Livermore Falls Advertiser Rangeley Highlander Rumford Falls Times _
— _ . ¢ 0 - . Subscribe .

=@ Sections 34° Forecast (0 Latest Th B h l C (23] ePapers Newspaper Archives Sign||
=9 e bethe itizen P . §79 for a year s

NEWS v SPORTS v OPINION v  BUSINESS v OBITUARIES v A&E v  ADVICE v JOBS v  PUBLICNOTICES

ALERT Follow our complete coverage of the Lewiston shootings

That reading feeling awaits amazonbooks

+
LRI ANC VA Al  Posted Yesterday at 6:00 PM INCREASE FONT SIZE pA

Katie Getchell and Marcel Polak bring Jewish
Film Festival to Bethel

The Maine Film Festival runs Nov. 4-11 at the Gem Theater.

BY ROSE LINCOLN BETHEL CITIZEN H Y O ';-;' The Bethel Citizen
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BETHEL — The Maine Film Festival’s first visit to Bethel will feature, “The Art of Silence,” LIVERMORE FALLS S READ THE EPAPERS
a documentary on legendary mime Marcel Marceau that highlights his little known role PO
saving hundreds of French Jewish children escape the Holocaust.
“This is the perfect film. It has universal appeal.” said Marcel Polak, of Woodstock, who
with Katie Getchell, of Bethel, organized and funded the screening.
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“Some of these partnerships are really hard ones ...,” said Getchell, “but The Gem Theater
was a perfect fit. “The energy and community and network and partnership collaboration

model that the Gem has brought to everything they do has made it a slam dunk.”

The Maine Film Festival runs Nov. 4-11. In addition to Bethel, the film will play in Portland,

Brunswick and Bangor.

The Art of Silence
Polak has personal connections to Marcel Marceau, to France and to the holocaust. FY23
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“I am here because somebody rescued my mother, he was a French priest...” Polak explains
that while fascist France didn’t perform genocide as Germany did, the French government
sent Jews to Germany to be killed. While his mother was rescued, his grandmother was

murdered at Auschwitz.

“It was hard enough for Jews to survive during the Holocaust in France... He [Marcel 1 he \X; e e kly

Marceau] basically put himself at risk by saving hundreds of Jewish children. The film has ea6v The Bethel Citizen

archival footage, family conversations, and performance excerpts that tell Marceau’s story.

Enter your email address and get our community

Polak and Leland Faulkner will speak briefly following the film on Nov. 5. Faulkner studied newsletter delivered to your inbox every Monday.
in the school of Marcel Marceau and developed his mime art at the under the mentorship Enter your email
of Tony Montanaro at the Celebration Barn Theater in Norway.

“Whenever we see discrimination of any minority group, we need to step forward... if we

don’t help each other out, we’re going to be standing alone,” said Polak.

Museum
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The museum is in a 105 year-old synagogue at the bottom of Munjoy Hill in Portland’s East

End. Contemporary art and historic exhibits fill the space. Entry and programming is free.

In 2008, the museum was created to celebrate and honor the contributions and diversity of
Maine’s Jewish immigrants in the context of the American experience. One of the programs

Getchell has worked on and learned from was called, “The Lost Synagogues.”
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She said there were once 30 Jewish congregations in Maine, today there are half that

number. The numbers began to decrease throughout the last century although in the last
few years the Maine Jewish population has risen. Currently, 22, 600 Jews live in Maine
(2019 census).

Getchell said she was horrified when she heard of the Israeli attack by Hamas. She said she

has dear friends and loved ones living in Israel. Asked if they are o.k. She responded, “so
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She said the attack is a reminder of how polarized the world is. Her response, she said, is
always to try bridge the differences of experience, tradition and understanding as she

hopes the museum and the film screening will do.

The Art of Silence will play at The Gem Theater, 48 Cross Street on Sunday, Nov. 5 at 1:30 p.m.
Tickets are $10; free to those 18 and under. All proceeds go to the Maine Jewish Film Festival.
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We invite you to add your comments, and we encourage a thoughtful, open and lively exchange
of ideas and information on this website. By joining the conversation, you are agreeing to our
commenting_policy and terms of use. Questions?
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There are no comments yet. Why don’t you write one?

Send questions/comments to the editors.
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PODCAST

Listen to "In the Arena"
“In the Arena” is a podcast featuring former TV anchor/reporter Pat Callaghan, former
Republican state Sen. Phil Harriman and former Democratic Portland mayor Ethan Strimling.
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